Introduction

Under the label netart-database.org a group of art historians, computer scientists and culture scientists worked at the technical university Berlin from 1999 to 2003.

Aside from the development of our storage system, we organized several exhibitions, workshops and video interviews. In 2003 we founded the nonprofit organization web.museum with the aim of establishing a platform to present our activities in a lager framework. Netart-datenbank.org administrates, develops and updates the software, while the web.museum e.v. manages the efforts to promote and present this project.

Our point of departure began with the archiving and documentation of net.art, and our efforts as Art historians to end their ephemeral nature, to save the objects, phenomena before they disappear.

In considering the possibilities of the technical structures in building such an archive, we found this definition of a Database: “Database models are images of a fragment of reality.”

From this definition, we can conclude that database models sketch a concrete Worldview and bring it to expression, and in this way, they establish and define the perception of Signification or meaning. This means categories construct a specific world order, and in this way establishing supporting assumptions which lay down the word view.

In consideration of our goal to categorize and archive net.art, we came to the realization that normal methods and categories are not practical in this context. With categories, I mean all terms such as “author”, “artist” “artwork” “new media”, and so on. Our Contemplation regarding how to construct this theme of net.art brings us to the question of “how art becomes art” and how we can devise the process to do this.

So we developed a database with a reduced set of terms.

These terms must be so abstract that they only name the phenomena it self.

Otherwise we create a term (whitch shows our wordview) called “activity”, It’s the most abstract term in our context and means all things, phenomena that have to do with the inet, or which have a relation to the web. (so for an example: we can now describe an exhibition in the same system as the exhibit phenomena) In this way database become a mirror of social systems in that society’s most relevant aspects are all related to the internet. 

These Terms and phenomena get they’re meaning from there position in relation ships. 

We differentiate the Relations in 2 ways: fixed and open relations.

The fixed relation are conventional. But open relations are typical for our word view: we connected the open relation over a table named “role”. In this way it is illustrated, and as a result, so is our reflections and our thoughts about Contextual Descriptions of Phenomena. We take the term “role” from a social discourse and use it in our case as a category. We opened this role table for all registred users, so that they could create their own description, for the role, an Entity can have in a specific relation.

This is a role described from a subjective point of view: a role is the meaning of a single entity in a specific relation.

In addition to our ideas behind the construction of an archive, we took note of the objective for opening the hierarchy of archives in order to make it possible to search in a associational way, such as when browsing the net. Our front-end should also visualize our idea from an egalitarian foundation, meaning that the user gets no fixed structures or labeling of categories as artist, artwork etc.

The user also gets the ability to build own views on the data collection from different points of view. Our goal is to support the concept of learning by doing: this means if I query the database I must think about the way this is done (the meaning of terms and the context). In this way, we hope our graphical interface supports this effort.

In which direction may the project evolve?

Our goal is to establish a web.museum in a fixed location, to bring about our exhibitions and workshops and other activities. From a more technical perspective, aside from social context scheme we will develop a database witch is focused on the technical aspects of websites meaning programming language and structure etc. In addition, we will implement our idea of a database function to verify the entries … a visibly discernible relation to the user who inserts this entity. 

Where does a collaboration with related projects make sense?

It will be a pleasure for us to work together on a project that shares our knowledge and know-how in building graphically complex database requests. We are open to all kind of suggestion….

Über die visualisierung mehr möglickeiten komplexen abfrage 7 interaktion abfrage über 4 tabellen / anwendung über die bafrage zugänglich machen 

